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WESTERN GROUND PARROT 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Environment) [9.14 am]: I am pleased to update the house on 
the state government’s world-first translocation of the critically endangered western ground parrot. The western 
ground parrot is now found in the wild at only Cape Arid National Park and the adjacent Nuytsland Nature Reserve 
in the south coast region, with an estimated population of around 150 individual birds. Western ground parrots are 
listed as critically endangered and remain vulnerable to bushfire and introduced predators. The delicate translocation 
operation involved staff from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, supported by Perth Zoo, 
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, BirdLife Western Australia, South Coast Natural Resource Management 
and other volunteers, to locate and capture the birds in very remote areas. 
Seven birds were successfully released as part of this project at a remote location east of Albany. This site has been 
prepared over the past 18 months, including feral animal control and fire management actions carried out by DBCA 
staff. The ground parrots have been fitted with radio transmitters and are currently being tracked and monitored. 
I am pleased to report that all seven released birds are alive and within broad proximity of their release site. 
I congratulate DBCA, Perth Zoo and the volunteers, including Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, BirdLife WA, 
and other partner organisations, for their work in helping to protect the western ground parrot. With fewer than 
150 birds left in the wild, this translocation is an important and innovative component of the ongoing conservation 
efforts for the species. I was very pleased to see the significant media interest in this matter, particularly the television 
coverage on Sunday, 13 June by ABC’s Landline program, which showcased to a national audience the invaluable 
conservation efforts being undertaken in Western Australia. I am hopeful this translocation will be a success and 
we will see a new viable wild population of western ground parrot established that will support the conservation 
of this species. 
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